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Monday, December 14, 1998 
A News letter for the 
GRANDVALLEY 
STATE UN IV ERS I TY 
Community 
Volume 23, Number 20 
GVSU Board Approves Plan for Student Housing 
In Grand Rapids 
Grand Valley will soon become the 
first state university to house students 
in downtown Grand Rapids. GVSU's 
Board of Control approved plans for 
new student housing at its meeting on 
December 9. 
The housing will be located 
directly across Fulton Street from the 
Richard M. DeVos Center, currently 
under construction. 
President Arend D. Lubbers 
announced that the housing facility will 
be named for Peter Secchia, who has 
given $500,000 for the project. Secchia 
is a west Michigan businessman and a 
former 
U.S. 
Ambas-
sador to 
Italy. 
Con-
struction 
of the 
new 
housing 
is 
targeted 
Peter F. Secchia to begin 
on March 
1, 1999. The four-story 60,000-square-
foot building, which will include 65 
apartments able to house about 170 
students, wi ll match the architectura l 
style of the DeVos Center. 
"We're all excited about the ways 
that the DeVos Center will increase 
activity in downtown Grand Rapids," 
Lubbers said. "Now Secchia Hall will 
make it possible for students to live 
downtown as well as work and study 
there. " 
Secchia is chairman of the Board of 
Directors of Universal 
Forest Products Inc., a 
Grand Rapids-based 
bu ilding products 
distributor. He is active in rebuilding 
downtown Grand Rapids and a propo-
nent of urban revitalization. He served 
as U.S . Ambassador to Italy under 
President George Bush from 1989-1993. 
Secchia received an honorary degree 
An artist 's rendering of Peter F. Secchia Hall. 
Coming Events 
Faculty and Staff Invited 
To Hear Holiday Bells 
The university community is invited 
to gathe r at the holiday tree in the 
Arboretum starting at 11 :45 a.m. , 
Tuesday, December 22, for refresh-
ments as music of the season from the 
Cook Carillon fills the air. 
"This is a chance to reward yourself 
for turning in grades on time, or to say 
'so long' to colleagues before the 
holiday break. Perhaps it w ill even look 
like winter by then, " sa id University 
Carillonist Julianne Vanden Wyngaard , 
who plans a 45-minute performance. 
She noted that the Arboretum is a great 
place to listen to the bells. Arborist 
Steve Snell will be on hand to discuss 
the Arboretum. 
To help with last-minute holiday 
shopping, a drawing will be held for a 
gift certificate from the University 
Bookstore. The deadline for sign ing up 
is 12:15 p .m. 
from GVSU in 1991. In 1997 he received 
the highest honor of the Sons of Ita ly 
when he was granted the "Nationa l 
Education and Leadership Award. " 
The holiday gathering is sponsored 
by the Office of University Communica-
tions. 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the Office o f 
University Communicatio ns 
every Mo nday when classes are 
in sessio n and biweekly during 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publica tio n items to Kathleen 
Adams, editor, c/o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From off campus, 
email forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telepho ne: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the World Wide We b 
at: www.gvsu.edu/ 
Faculty and staff members 
can fmd an online "Sketches" 
submissio n form on the Web Site . 
Across Campus 
Faculty/Staff Campaign 
Update 
In the sixth week of the annual GVSU 
Faculty/Staff Campaign , more than $142,000 
in gifts have been added to university fu nds. 
"We're currently steaming along at a pace of 
$31,200 ahead of last year," said Kent Fisher, 
campaign coordinator. "The generosity of 
537 employees, or 43 percent of a ll of us, is 
responsible . Despite that great response, we 
are currently five percent behind last year's 
record participation ." 
Faculty /Staff Campaign Comparison 
12/8/98 12/12/97 
Total Employees 1,248 1,147 
Donors 537 556 
Percentage Giving 43 48 
Amount Donated $142,441 $111,221 
GVSU Board Approves 
Tuition Increase Proposal 
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"I hope that everyone w ill consider 
making a pledge to university funds , even a 
small contribution," said Fisher. "Th is sends 
a signal of support and confidence in Grand 
Valley. Across all occupation and pay 
categories, we link arms and work for 
continued strength of GVSU and the 
programs it offers." 
The campaign continues until December 30. 
For additional information or pledge 
mate rials, call the Development Office, 
x6530, or Alumni Relations, x3593. 
GVSU's Board of Control unanimously 
passed a $285 tuition hike at its December 9 
meeting. The special one-time adjustment, 
effective for the winter semester, is in 
response to state-funding practices that 
forced GVSU to cut the university's budget 
by $2.3 million last summer, according to 
Ron VanSteeland, vice president for Finance 
and Administration. 
From Dave Veneklase, Human Resources: A Memo to GVSU 
Supervisors About Absences Due to Inclement Weather 
Winter is fast approaching. With it comes the occasional difficulty of coming to work in 
inclement weather. I am writing, at the request of President Lubbers, to clarify expectations and 
your role in approving absences of your staff due to severe weather. 
We live in Michigan. Winter cannot be repealed; it is a given that we will, from time to time, 
be confronted by snow and ice. These conditions vary throughout west Michigan and will vary for 
individual staff members, as we have faculty and staff living in at least eight counties. All faculty 
and staff are asked to use good judgment and common sense in deciding whether conditions are 
too hazardous to arrive safely at work. We as supervisors must also assess conditions that may 
develop after faculty and staff have arrived for work in order that they can safely return home 
after their workday. 
We know there will be times that the university is open and some area K-12 schools are closed. 
K-12 schools sometimes close for reasons that are not relevant to the operation of the university. 
And, unlike K-12's, the university cannot build snow days into the academic calendar. Therefore, 
it is expected that parents will make plans in advance for the care of their children on days when 
a K-12 school may be closed but the university is open. You should feel free to discuss with your 
staff what plans they may have. It is understood that certain essential safety and service units 
(including but not limited to food service, plant services, public safety services and broadcasting) 
may require a more formal process, unique to that unit. 
Deciding whether to approve an absence is very difficult. Please exercise good judgment in 
assessing individual situations and when necessary err on the side of safety and common sense. 
Salary continuation may be used to pay staff for absences that are necessary due to severely 
inclement weather conditions or when, for reasons of health or safety, it is necessary for parents 
to remain at home with their children. 
We will review the facts and circumstances next spring to see whether changes in our general 
policy are warranted. Please contact me if you have questions. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Rosa Fernandez-Levin, associate 
professor of Modern Languages and 
Literatures, presented a paper, titled 
"Trapped in a Gilded Cage: Guadalupe 
Loaeza's Unhappy Women," at the XXIV 
Congress of Hispanic Literature held at 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania . 
Ed Wong-Ligda, associate professor of 
Art and Design, and Tim Fisher, visiting 
assistant professor of Art and Design, 
had an exhibition at the Muskegon 
Museum of Art, titled "Allegories and 
Narratives ." Wong-Ligda was recently 
elected vice president of the board of 
directors of the Grand Rapids Children's 
Museum. 
The Politica l Science Department 
hosted the Michigan Conference of 
Political Scientists at the Eberhard 
Center recently. The following faculty 
members participated: Polly Diven , 
assistant professor of Political Science, 
and Forrest Armstrong, professor of 
Political Science, conducted a teaching 
roundtable; Deborah Orth, assistant 
professor of Political Science , and Rich 
Jellier, assistant professor of Public and 
Nonprofit Administration , presented 
papers; Tom Sinclair, assistant professor 
of Public and Nonprofit Administration, 
was a discussant; Dan Balfour, director 
of the School of Public and Nonprofit 
Administration , gave the luncheon 
address; Mike Mast, professor of Public 
and Nonprofit Administration, served as 
the program cha ir; and Erika King, 
professor of Political Science, is the 
president-elect of the Michigan Confer-
ence of Political Scientists. 
Don Pottorff, associate professor of 
Education, gave a presentation at Sparta 
High School, titled "Reading Strategies 
which Enhance Comprehension. " He 
also gave a presentation, titled "A 
Diagnostic Model for Reading Instruc-
tion," at a national conference for 
Christian teachers held at Heritage 
Christian School in Hudsonville. 
Caryn King, associate professor of 
Education, recently returned from South 
Africa where she visited primary schools 
and teacher training institutions 
throughout the nation. King also gave a 
presentation to students and faculty at 
the University of the Western Cape, 
Cape Town, titled "Using Children's 
Literature to Teach Science Concepts. " 
Janet Brashier, professor of Anthro-
pology, presented a paper, titled "The 
Early Middle Woodland Occupation at 
the Prison Farm Site, " at the 1998 
Midwest Archaeological Conference. 
Brashier also recently published an 
article about the site in the Mid-
Continental Journal of Archaeology. The 
Prison Farm site is the location of the 
GVSU archaeological field school. 
William Neal, professor of Geology, 
is co-author of an abstract, titled "A 
Geoindicators-Based Coastal Hazards 
Risk Assessment: Roatan, Honduras," 
presented at the recent Geological 
Society of America meeting in Toronto. 
At the time of the meeting, Hurricane 
Mitch was beginning its path of destruc-
tion across the Bay Islands into Hon-
duras. Partial support from the GVSU 
Office of Research and Development 
made Neal's participation in the project 
possible. 
Janet Vail , senior program manager at 
the R.B. Annis Water Resources Insti-
tute , presented results of a state-wide 
pollution prevention survey, funded by 
the Michigan Great Lakes Protection 
Fund, at the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality Waste Reduction 
1998 conference in Livonia . 
Star Myths of the Greeks and Romans: 
A Sourcebook, edited by David Fideler, 
visiting assistant professor of Philoso-
phy, was featured in Sky & Telescope 
magazine. The book, now in its second 
printing, has also been adopted as a 
selection of the Astronomy Book Club. 
Martha Golensky, assistant professor 
of Public and Nonprofit Administration, 
chaired the third annual workshop on 
Teaching the Nonprofit Sector prior to 
the annual conference of the Associa-
tion for Research on Nonprofit Organi-
zations and Voluntary Action (ARNOVA) 
in Seattle, Washington. Golensky also 
presented a segment on teaching public 
policy within a nonprofit management 
education program. At the conference, 
she presented a paper, titled "It's the 
Application, Stupid!: Assessing the 
Effectiveness of Experiential Education 
Techniques," and co-presented a second 
paper, titled "The Little Nonprofits That 
Merged: A Strategic Response to 
Government Contracting Pressures," 
with Gerald DeRuiter, a recent graduate 
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of GVSU's M.P.A. program. DeRuiter is 
CEO of the Arbor Circle Corporatio n, a 
local nonprofit o rganization that was the 
focus of the pape r. 
Rob Franciosi, associate professor of 
English, presented a paper, titled 
"Kleyne Kinderlekh: Children in Spiel-
berg's 'Schindler's List,'" at the 1998 
American Lite rature Association Confer-
ence: "Jewish-American and Holocaust 
Literature of the 1990s." 
Mary de Young, professor of Sociolo-
gy and acting chair of the Department 
of Anthropology and Sociology, had an 
article , titled "Collective Trauma: 
Insights from a Research Errand," 
published in the journal Trauma 
Response. 
Associate Professor of English 
Michael Webster recently published an 
article, titled '"hatred bounces': Satire 
and Prejudice in the Poetry of E. E. 
Cummings," in Spring: The journal of 
the E. E. Cummings Society. 
Russell Rhoads, assistant professor of 
Anthropology, was the program chair of 
the eighth annual Interfaith Dialogue 
Association World Religions Conference 
98, titled "Community and Meaningful 
Ritual/Practice. " The conference was 
held at the Eberhard Center. 
Deanna Morse, professor of Commu-
nications, has jo ined the Art Committee 
for SIGGRAPH 99. Morse will coordi-
nate ARTsite Web Projects for the 
SIGGRAPH 99 Art Gallery: TechnOasis. 
ARTsite Web Projects is a juried show 
for artists creating new forms of artistic 
expression for dissemination via the 
World Wide Web. The show will be on 
site in Los Angeles in August and will 
be available in documentation and on-
line after the conference. SIGGRAPH is 
the premier conference for computer 
graphics and animation. 
James David Ballard, assistant profes-
sor of Criminal Justice, delivered a 
paper, titled "The Transportation of 
Nuclear Waste, First Responders and 
Terrorism Policy,'' at the American 
Society of Criminology meetings in 
Washington, D.C. 
Bruce Bikle, assistant professor of 
Criminal Justice, had an article, titled 
"Stress and the Direct Supervision Jail 
continued on page 4 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
Mon. , Dec. 14-Wed., Dec. 16 
8 a.m.-3 p.m. : Ceramics Department Pottery Sale. Lobby, 
KC. 
Wed., Dec. 16 
10 a .m.: Cookies & Carillon Freshman Lecture Series. "Law 
& Crimes on Campus." CDC. 
Tues., Dec. 22 
11:45 a.m.: Holiday Carillon Concert in Arboretum. Refresh-
ments will be served. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 3 
Officer," published in the September/October edition of 
American jails, the journal of the American Jail Association. 
In addition, Bikle cha ired a panel, "Building Partnerships 
Between the Academy and Jails: A Practitioner Academic 
Discussion," at the American Society of Criminology meet-
ings in Washington, D.C. He also presented a paper, titled 
"Opportunities in Jail Research, Scholarship and Intern-
ships," during the panel. 
Bruce Klein, associate professor and chair of Computer 
Science and Information Systems, coordinated Design Fest 
as part of the 1998 Object Oriented Programming, Systems, 
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Sports 
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change. 
Sat ., Dec. 19 
1 p.m.: Women's Basketball . Hillsdale College at GVSU. 
Mon. , Dec. 21 
7 p .m .: Women's Basketball. Cornerstone College at GVSU. 
Tues., Dec. 22 
7 p.m.: Men's Basketball. Rochester College at GVSU. 
Sun., Dec. 27-Wed.,Jan. 6 
TBA: Swimming & Diving. Holiday Training Trip. Orlando, FL. 
Languages, and Applications conference in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. In addition , Klein was appointed to the 
leadership council of Preparing Future Faculty, which is 
funded by the National Science Foundation to improve the 
preparation of graduate students for teaching careers in 
computer science. 
In the News 
On November 10, Yan Yu, assistant professor of Socio lo-
gy, was interviewed by Rachel Ruiz on WOOD-TV 8 on the 
economic differences between mothers who work versus 
those who stay at home. 
New Grand Valley Associates 
Laura Fisher, assistant swim coach and aquatics coordina-
tor. Former positions: adapted aquatics instructor at Alleghe-
ny Valley School in Pittsburgh; aquatics coordinator at 
Indian Trails Camp; recreation specialist at Kansas Neurolog-
ical Institute in Topeka. Degree earned: B.S. from GVSU. 
Timothy Fisher, visiting assistant professor of Art and 
Design. Former positions: teaching assistant at Central 
Washington University; teaching assistant at the University of 
Cincinnati; adjunct professor at Kendall College of Art and 
Design. Degrees earned: B.A. and M.A. from Central 
Washington University; M.F.A. from the University of 
Cincinnati. 
Heather Gavlas, assistant professor of Mathematics. 
Former positions: assistant professor at GVSU; systems 
engineer at Smiths Industries . Degrees earned : B.S., M.A., 
and Ph.D. from Western Michigan University. 
Julie Goldstein, assistant professor of Communications. 
Former positions: instructor at the Museum of Contemporary 
Art in Chicago; instructor at the School of the Art Institute in 
Chicago; animator for Backyard Animation in Chicago. 
Degrees earned: B.S. from the University of Wisconsin at 
Madison; M.F.A. from the School of Art Institute. 
Betsy Goss, visiting assistant professor of Accounting. 
Former positions: assistant professor at the University of 
Kansas . Degrees earned: B.A. from the University of Con-
necticut; M.S.B.A. from the University of Massachusetts -
Amherst; Ph .D. from the University of Wisconsin at Madison. 
Miles Hacker, department chair and professor of Biomedi-
cal and Health Sciences. Former positions: post-doctoral 
associate at Yale University; senior toxicologist for Midwest 
Research Institute; professor at the University of Vermont. 
Degrees earned: B.S. from Murry State University; Ph.D. 
from the University of Tennessee. 
Arthur Haeberle, School of Education coordinator, 
Traverse City. Former positions: teacher for Kalkaska Public 
Schools; principal for Kalkaska Public Schools. Degrees 
earned: B.S. from Western Michigan University; M.A. from 
Central Michigan University. 
Patricia Hendricks, visiting assistant professor of Art and 
Design. Former positions: adjunct professor at Kendall 
College of Art and Design. Degrees earned: B.F.A. from 
Kendall College of Art and Design; M.F.A. from the Universi-
ty of Cincinnati . 
Patricia Ireland, composition fellow, English Department. 
Former positions: graduate assistant at Southern Illinois 
University; graduate assistant at Texas A&M University. 
Degrees earned: B.A. from Indiana University; M.A. from 
Texas A&M University; Ph.D. from Southern Illinois University. 
